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Coving cup is not so old as the steeple cup, but, like it,
is found in the plate chests of most of the city companies
and the older colleges and institutions in the country.
The loving cup, according to one authority, is dated
from Charles the First, but with the stricter national life
of the Commonwealth its development was checked, and
it was not until the days of the Merry Monarch that its
place in corporate life was confirmed. Since then It
has persisted, and it still remains the typical presen-
tation piece with which a past-master or like officer
will mark his tenure of office, or a long connection
with some festive board. Its shape is not clearly
defined and experts are not agreed on the point whether
or not a loving cup must have two or even three,
handles. The marks are variously disposed, frequently
on the body near the rim, occasionally on the " belly "
line, and less rarely on the bottom. Loving cups were
made in fused metal as well as silver. Many of the
most typical of the two-handled loving cups are of
Irish origin and are characterised by what has come to
be known as harp handles. These spring from the
lower part of the body, curve inwards, but do not join
the cup at the rim.
The flagon is a silver piece, an aristocrat in the
family of drinking vessels. It is earlier than the
tankard, which it resembles in some respects, but
the one suggests Don Quixote and the other Falstaff.
It is earlier than Elizabethan times. The Eds are
hinged at a point set well back on the handle, and
there is a thumbpiece to enable the drinker to turn it
clear out of the way when he fell to quaffing its contents.
Some flagons are ecclesiastical pieces. '
Tankards are occasionally found ifa OH Sheffield